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ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 9 1st Sunday of Advent
First Sunday of Advent -

Today we begin a new liturgical year. This Advent, while professing our
faith in the glorious coming of the Lord at the end of time and while
preparing our hearts to celebrate the wonder of Christmas, we are also
reminded of Christdés constant com
sacraments and our neighbor.

As we begin this celebration, let us ask the
Lord for the grace to be always ready to
welcome Jesus at any time with a heart full
of trust, hope, and love.

First Reading (Jer 33:14-16)

For centuries, since the time of David, the
people of Israel had been waiting for the
Messiah i a descendant of David, according
to Godds promi se. I n
we have a restatement of that promise.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

THE days are coming, says the LORD, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and Judah. In those days, in that
time, | will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is right and
just in the land. In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall
dwell secure; this is what they shall call her: "The LORD our justice."”

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14)

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

- Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; teach me your paths. Guide

me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior, and for you
| wait all the day. R.



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 10 1st Sunday of Advent

- Good and upright is the LORD; thus he shows sinners the way. He
guides the humbile to justice, and teaches the humble his way. R.

- All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy toward those
who keep his covenant and his decrees. The friendship of the LORD is
with those who fear him, and his covenant, for their instruction. R.

Second Reading (1 Thes 3:12-4:2)

Belief in the imminent second coming of Jesus was very deeply felt,
especially by the faithful of Thessalonica. Such belief had also moral
implications, as St. Paul brings out in this beautiful prayer which is
particularly relevant at the beginning of Advent.

A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

BROTHERS and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you, so
as to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones.
Amen.

Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and exhort you in
the Lord Jesus that, as you received from us how you should conduct
yourselves to please God and as you are conducting yourselves you do
so even more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the
Lord Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia! Alleluial) Show us, Lord, your love,
and grant us your salvation. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 21:25-28, 34-36)
Todaybés Gospelrs tpthe comiggein poveef af Christ as
Judge of all. The second part describes the way in which the believers



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 11 1st Sunday of Advent

should prepare themselves for the great event on which will depend
their eternal destiny.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

JESUS said to his disciples: "There will be signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed
by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in
anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming
in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs begin to
happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is
at hand.

"Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing
and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you
by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who lives on
the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the
strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before
the Son of Man."

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest 1 Today the Word of God has reminded us of the
coming of Christ as our judge and how we should
prepare to stand secure before him. In all humility, let us
pray for the grace to welcome him with a pure
conscience and humble trust. Let our response be:

All'i Lord, make us holy!

C 1 For the Church: May she be an effective reminder to the whole
world that the Lord is constantly coming to us in all those who seek our
help. Let us pray! R.



ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 12 1st Sunday of Advent

C 1 For the Holy Father, the bishops, and priests: Through their
example, may they be an inspiration to the entire Church of how to be
always ready to welcome Jesus. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For all parents and educators: May they teach their children and
students how to see Jesus present in their neighbor and welcome him in
them. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For Christians who are persecuted for their faith: May they stand
firm and not | ose heart, strengt
and support of all nations. Let us pray! R.

C i For the dying: May they prepare to face the Divine Judge with
sincere sorrow for their past sins and humble trust in his mercy. Let us
pray! R.

C i For those who feel discouraged by the many setbacks in their life
and in human history: May they derive comfort and inspiration from the
certitude of Chri st éng LatuspraymR.hant

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P 1 Lord our God, we look to the coming of Your Son with faith and
hope. Dispose our hearts to welcome him whole-heartedly and so share
in his happiness for ever and ever.

All'T Amen!.

her



ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 13 2nd Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday of Advent -

We have begun the good work of living the spirit of Advent with trust,
hope, and love. Today we are reminded by St. Paul to persevere in this
praiseworthy undertaking. John the Baptist is our trusted guide in the
all-important work of our spiritual renewal in preparation for the
commemor ation of Christos |
And to prepare the way for the Lord is to make straight the winding
roads of our moral uncertainties and inconsistencies; to fill up the
ravines of our past shortcomings and failings; and to level down the
peaks of our pride and arrogance. And as we are engaged in this work

of Aspiritual |l andscaping, o6 our | ov
ever more, that we may be found pure and blameless at the coming of
our Lord.

Let this be our main concern in these days
and the special intention for which we offer
the Eucharistic sacrifice we are about to
begin.

First Reading (Bar 5:1-9)

The Jews exiled in Babylon were undergoing
a severe crisis. To them, the prophet Baruch
addressed the words of hope we are about
to hear. This same message is directed to us
today.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Baruch

JERUSALEM, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on
the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice
from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory of the
eternal name. For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be
named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of God's worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see
your children gathered from the east and the west at the word of the
Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God. Led away
on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will bring them back to
you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. For God has commanded



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 14 2nd Sunday of Advent

that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and
gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the
glory of God. The forests and every fragrant kind of tree have
overshadowed Israel at God's command; for God is leading Israel in joy
by the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 126: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6)
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

- When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, we were like men
dreaming. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue
with rejoicing. R.

- Then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things
for them." The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad indeed.
R.

- Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern desert.
Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing. R.

- Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, They
shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves. R.

Second Reading (Phil 1:4-6, 8-11)

Enthused at the wonderful response he got among the faithful of
Philippi, St. Paul wrote the memorable hymn of thanks and the petition
we hear in todayo6s Second Reading.
the Apostle.

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians

BROTHERS and sisters: | pray always with joy in my every
prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 15 2nd Sunday of Advent

first day until now. | am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.
God is my witness, how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ
Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more
and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is
of value, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for
the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 1 (Alleluia! Alleluia!) Prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his paths: all mankind shall see the salvation of
God. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 3:1-6)

I n todaydés text, St . Luke mentions
figures of the time to emphasize t|
event . 0 What hmaetveerrs moestl,ohnods urge
our hearts to welcome the Lord.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

IN the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the
son of Zechariah in the desert. John went throughout the whole region
of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A
voice of one crying out in the desert: "Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain
and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made straight,



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 16 2nd Sunday of Advent

and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation
of God."

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i As we proceed in our Advent pilgrimage, we
become ever more aware of the need to prepare the way
for the Lord through a thorough personal improvement. Let
us ask for his help to do just that as we implore him:

All'T Lord, purify us!

C 1 For the Church and its leaders: Like John the Baptist, may they
successfully dispose the hearts of people to welcome the Lord through
their teaching and good example. Let us pray! R.

C i For all those who have gone astray in their moral life: May they
heed Johnds <calll to repentance in
sincere conversion. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For those who live without enthusiasm and ideals: May they find the
inspiration they need in the Gospel of the Lord, and the solidarity of
Gododés peoplelR Let wus pray!

C 1 For those who consider themselves better than the rest: May they
use their exceptional talents to help the weak in a spirit of service and
brotherly solidarity. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the people devoured by hatred, aggressiveness and greed: May
the spirit of the Advent season lead them to lay down their weapons and
seek the road to justice and peace. Let us pray! R.



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 17 2nd Sunday of Advent

C 1 For all of us, especially those affected by hardships of whatever
kind: May our faith in Jesus and the solidarity of our neighbor give us
the strength we need to continue hoping for better days. Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i Lord God, strengthen our frail hearts in clearing a straight path for
your Son Jesus. Fill up the valleys of our discouragement, level the cliffs
of our pride, and smooth our rough ways. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, the Lord.

All'T Amen!



ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 18 3rd Sunday of Advent
Third Sunday of Advent -

Today the liturgy repeatedly invites us to rejoice. Although we have
many reasons to be sad because of so much suffering, violence, and
hatred throughout the world, both the prophet Zephaniah and the
apostle Paul tell us that the reasons to rejoice are even greater. In all
these trials we are not on our own: THE LORD IS NEAR! He is near not
as an impotent friend but as a mighty savior. He is near us not as an
indifferent onlooker, but as a loving brother who comes to share our
burden of sorrows in order to make us share in his inheritance of eternal
happiness.

In response to this heart-warming message, we are expected to do our
part. In practical terms, following the invitation of John the Baptist, this
means we have to be generous to our needy nelghbor to be fair in our
dealings with others, and to be instruments

of Godbs Il oving

First Reading (Zep 3:14-18a)

The certainty of
intervention was so great that the prophets
often presented it using the past tense.
Todaybés poetic passa
a concrete example of this optimistic faith
as he addresses his message of hope to
Jerusalem and us.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah

SHOUT for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad
and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has
removed the judgment against you, he has turned away your enemies;
the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no further
misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not,
O Zion, be not discouraged! The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a
mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in
his love, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 19 3rd Sunday of Advent

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6)

R. Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and
Holy One of Israel.

- God indeed is my savior; | am confident and unafraid. My strength and
my courage is the LORD, and he has been my savior. With joy you will
draw water at the fountain of salvation. R.

- Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name; among the nations make
known his deeds, proclaim how exalted is his name. R.

- Sing praise to the LORD for his glorious achievement; let this be
known throughout all the earth. Shout with exultation, O city of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel! R.

Second Reading (Phil 4:4-7)

The approaching of the celebration of the Christmas event should fill us
with ex-pl osi ve and contagious joy.
exhortation to the Christians of Philippi is most appropriate for us, too.

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians

BROTHERS and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. | shall say it
again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near.
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of
God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia! Alleluia!) The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.
(Alleluia! Alleluia!)



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 20 3rd Sunday of Advent

Gospel (Lk 3:10-18)

I n todaydos text, St . Luke mentions
figures of the time to emphasize t|
event. 0 What matters mos appeallompregarce r ,
our hearts to welcome the Lord.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

THE crowds asked John the Baptist, "What should we do?" He
said to them in reply, "Whoever has two cloaks should share with the
person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise." Even
tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, "Teacher, what
should we do?" He answered them, "Stop collecting more than what is
prescribed." Soldiers also asked him, "And what is it that we should
do?" He told them, "Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse
anyone, and be satisfied with your wages."

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking
in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them
all, saying, "I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is
coming. | am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." Exhorting them in
many other ways, he preached good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i Guided by the preaching of John the Baptist, we
realize ever more clearly the need for conversion and our
weakness in bringing it abo
praying with confidence:

Let

All'T Lord, give us a new heart!



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 21 3rd Sunday of Advent

C 1 For the Universal Church and her leaders: May they passionately
pursue in our time the mission of John to call people to conversion. Let
us pray! R.

C 1 For those who are tempted to seek happiness away from the Lord:
May they remember t hat sthenellagtingjoyandoi n
freedom. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For those who neglect their duties out of laziness: May they find in
todaybés Word of God the encouragert
obligation to God and neighbor. Let us pray! R.

C i For those who find it difficult to pursue a virtuous life: May they
persevere in their rejection of sin and their generous pursuit of what is
good and uplifting. Let us pray! R.

C 7 For all victims of human trafficking: May they find hope and
inspiration in the life of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was also a victim like
them but found healing and new life in Jesus. Let us pray! R.

CiFor all of us: As Pope Francis he
ot her wayo and instead <care and d
trafficking and all forms of exploitation and abuse. Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i God of light, grant that our behavior be always in accordance with
the Gospel of life we profess, and a witness to Jesus, the source of our
joy, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

All'T Amen!



ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 22 4th Sunday of Advent
Fourth Sunday of Advent -

On this last Sunday of Advent, so near the solemnity of Christmas, we

are expected to give the final touches to the preparation we have been

carrying out during the past weeks. The Lord is already at the gate. Itis
now for us to open wide the door of our hearts to welcome him as he

deserves.
In practical terms, this means to have in ourselves a deep desire to do
the Fatheroés will, as the eternal

about to come into this world. It means to receive the Lord with the
same eagerness, humility, and gratitude with which Elizabeth welcomed
him, though still hidden in the womb of his earthly Mother, Mary Most
Holy.

The Sun of the day of our salvation is about to rise. Let us open the
doors and windows of our hearts that he may
flood us with the splendor of his grace and the

abundance of his peace!

First Reading (Mi 5:1-4a)

Since the promise made by God to David

through the prophet Nathan, the Jews expected

the Messiah to be a descendant of the great

King. Todaybés prophecy
is to be born at Bethl

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah

THUS says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to
be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who
is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times.
Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to
give birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred shall return to the
children of Israel. He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the
strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; and
they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the
earth; he shall be peace.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.



ADVENT SEASON

YEAR C 23 4th Sunday of Advent

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19)

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be
saved.

- O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim,
shine forth. Rouse your power, and come to save us. R.

- Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take
care of this vine, and protect what your right hand has planted, the son
of man whom you yourself made strong. R.

- May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the son of man
whom you yourself made strong. Then we will no more withdraw from
you; give us new life, and we will call upon your name. R.

Second Reading (Heb 10:5-10)

The Son of God became man to undo, with his perfect obedience, all
the cases of disobedience contained in the sins of all human beings. It
was his readiness to do the Fath
our model.

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

BROTHERS and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he
said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared
for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then | said,
'As is written of me in the scroll, behold, | come to do your will, O God."
First he says, "Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings,
you neither desired nor delighted in." These are offered according to the
law. Then he says, "Behold, | come to do your will." He takes away the
first to establish the second. By this "will," we have been consecrated
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

er



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 24 4th Sunday of Advent

Gospel Acclamation 1 (Alleluia! Alleluial) Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me ac-cording to your word.
(Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 1:39-45)

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth was the first to proclaim Mary
AMot her of the Lord. o Led by the
greeting and welcome Mary into our life, as the mother and bearer of
our Savior.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

MARY set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud
voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled."

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i Together with Mary Most Holy and Elizabeth, let
us turn to Jesus, our loving Savior, and plead:

All'i Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay!



ADVENT SEASON
YEAR C 25 4th Sunday of Advent

C 1 Lord, before time began, you shared life with the Eternal Father.
Come now and giveR. us eternal i feé

C 1 Word of Life, you are our Creator. Come to redeem the work of your
handR.é

C i Eternal Son of God, out of love for us, you did not hesitate to
become a mortal human being. Come to free us from the power of
deatRé

C 1 Divine Wisdom, you are the source of Eternal Life. Come and make
us share in youmR unending gloryé

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i Lord Jesus, grant that all of us may live this day with the same
openness of heart and expectation with which Mary Most Holy prepared
herself for your birth. You who live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, forever and ever.

All T Amen!



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas Vigil

YEAR A, B, C 26 24. December
Christmas Vigil -

(24. December)

First Reading (Is 62:1-5)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

FOR Zionbdés sake | wi || not be s
not be quiet, until her vindication shines forth like the dawn and her
victory like a burning torch.

Nations shall behold your vindication, and all the kings your
glory; you shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of
the LORD. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, a
royal diadem held by your God. No more shall people call you

AForsaken, o or your | and fADesol at e,
and your | and AEsphounsed o For _the
3

LORD delights in you and makes [|[IEWFT <I]
your land his spouse. As a young [|iES-€ . ¥
man marries a virgin, your Builder |
shall marry you; and as a [If
bridegroom rejoices in his bride so ||
shall your God rejoice in you.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29)

R. For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.

- | have made a covenant with my chosen one, | have sworn to David
my servant: Forever will | confirm your posterity and establish your
throne for all generations. R.

- Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; in the light of your

countenance, O LORD, they walk. At your name they rejoice all the
day, and through your justice they are exalted. R.



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas Vigil
YEAR A, B, C 27 24. December

-He shall say of me, AiYou are my fa
Forever | will maintain my kindness toward him, and my covenant with
him stands firm. R.

Second Reading (Acts 13:16-17, 22-25)
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

WHEN Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the
synagogue, he stood up, motioned w
Israelites and you others who are God-fearing, listen. The God of this
people Israel chose our ancestors and exalted the people during their
sojourn in the land of Egypt. With uplifted arm he led them out of it.

Then he removed Saul and raised up David as king; of him he testified,
61 have f oulnofiJesBea & finath aftersmty own heart; he will
carry out my every wish.® From this
to his promise, has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his
coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance to all the people of
Israel; and as John was completing F
you suppose that | am? | am not he. Behold, one is coming after me; |
am not worthy to unfasten the sanda

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 7 (Alleluia! Alleluia!) Tomorrow the wickedness
of the earth will be destroyed: the Savior of the world will reign over us.
(Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25)
[ Shorter form in brackets. ]

Priest: A reading from the beginning of the holy Gospel according
to Matthew

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

THE book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas Vigil
YEAR A, B, C 28 24. December

Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah became the father of
Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez became the father
of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of
Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz
became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed became the
father of Jesse, Jesse the father of David the king.

David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been
the wife of Uriah. Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam
the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asaph. Asaph became the
father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the
father of Uzziah. Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father
of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah became the father of
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, Amos the father of Josiah.
Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of
the Babylonian exile.

After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of
Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor,
Azor the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim, Achim the
father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of
Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the
husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David is
fourteen generations; from David to the Babylonian exile, fourteen
generations; from the Babylonian exile to the Christ, fourteen
generations.

[ Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband,
since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, A J o s e p h,



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas Vigil
YEAR A, B, C 29 24. December

David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will

bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his
peopl e f r o mAlltthis dook placeitonfdfill what the Lord had

said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanu
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded

him and took his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until

she bore a son, and he nhamed him Jesus. |

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i The shepherds rejoiced to hear the choir of
angels sing, AiGl ory to Goy
their joy, we glorify the Father by offering him our
Christmas petitions:

t he

AlTAGI ory to God in the highest. i

C 1 For the Holy Father and the bishops who assist him: that their life,
teaching, preaching and pastoral care will proclaim the saving Event of
the Incarnation to everyone throughout the world. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For our President and all who assist him in governing our country:
that they will receive many blessing at Christmas and be strengthened
to lead our nation in the ways of enduring righteousness and freedom.
Let us pray! R.

C i For lasting peace throughout the world: that the coming of the
Prince of Peace will put an end to all enmity and division, and unify the
peoples of the world. Let us pray! R.



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas Vigil
YEAR A, B, C 30 24. December

C 1 For families: that the powerful graces of this Christmas will draw
family members together in fresh expressions of love and belonging that
will last for a lifetime. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the poor, the homeless, the unemployed, and for refugees: that
Jesus Christ who came into the world as one who was destitute and
marginalized will love and rescue the needy with special preference and
grace. Let us pray! R.

C 1 That all Christians will be serious in responding to the universal call
to holiness by living their faith with unfailing fervor and steadfastness.
Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i Loving Father, darkness is for ever changed because of the birth of
the Light: Jesus Christ your Son. Take all the darkness of our lives and
replace it whit the radiance of Jesus who is born today, and is our
Savior, now and for ever.

All T Amen!



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 1 Mass at Midnight
YEAR A, B, C 31 24.-25. December

Christmas - Mass at Midnight -
(24.-25. December)

First Reading (Is 9:1-6)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

THE people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. You have
brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before
you as at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing spoils. For
the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of
their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. For every
boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled in blood, will be burned as
fuel for flames. For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his
shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever
peaceful , fr om Rantlds ot hyuon.e
and over his kingdom, which NS e
he confirms and sustains by
judgment and justice, both
now and forever. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this!

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13)
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.

- Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Sing to
the LORD; bless his name. R.

- Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the
nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. R.



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 1 Mass at Midnight
YEAR A, B, C 32 24.-25. December

- Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and what fills
it resound; let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! Then shall all
the trees of the forest exult. R.

- They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes; for he comes to rule
the earth. He shall rule the world with justice and the peoples with his
constancy. R.

Second Reading (Ti 2:11-14)
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to Titus

BELOVED: The grace of God has appeared, saving all and
training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live
temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed
hope, the appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness and to
cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do what is good.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia!l Alleluia!) | proclaim to you good
news of great joy: today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord.
(Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 2:1-14)
Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

IN those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the
whole world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his
own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of
Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 1 Mass at Midnight
YEAR A, B, C 33 24.-25. December

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time
came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and
keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared
to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
struck with great fear. The angel
behold, | proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you
who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an

i nfant wrapped in swaddling clothe
suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying: AGl ory to

peace tothoseonwhomhi s f avor rests. 0

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i The shepherds rejoiced to hear the choir of
angels sing, AGl ory to God
joy, we glorify the Father by offering him our Christmas
petitions:

AliAaGl ory to God in the highest. i

C 1 For the Holy Father and the bishops who assist him: that their life,
teaching, preaching and pastoral care will proclaim the saving Event of
the Incarnacion to everyone throughout the world. Let us pray! R.

C i For our President and all who assist him in governing our country:
that they will receive many blessing at Christmas and be strengthened
to lead our nation in the ways of enduring righteousness and freedom.
Let us pray! R.



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 1 Mass at Midnight
YEAR A, B, C 34 24.-25. December

C i For lasting peace throughout the world: that the coming of the
Prince of Peace will put an end to all enmity and division, and unify the
peoples of the world. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For families: that the powerful graces of this Christmas will draw
family members together in fresh expressions of love and belonging that
will last for a lifetime. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the poor, the homeless, the unemployed, and for refugees: that
Jesus Christ who came into the world as one who was destitute and
marginalized will love and rescue the needy with special preference and
grace. Let us pray! R.

C 1 That all Christians will be serious in responding to the universal call
to holiness by living their faith with unfailing fervor and steadfastness.
Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i Loving Father, darkness is for ever changed because of the birth of
the Light: Jesus Christ your Son. Take all the darkness of our lives and
replace it whit the radiance of Jesus who is born today, and is our
Savior, now and for ever.

All'T Amen!



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 7 Mass at Dawn
YEAR A, B, C 35 25. December

Christmas - Mass at Dawn -
(25. December)

First Reading (Is 62:11-12)
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

SEE, the LORD proclaims to the ends of the earth: say to
daughter Zion, your savior comes! Here is his reward with him, his
recompense before him.
They shall be called the =
holy people, the
redeemed of the LORD,
and you shall be called
AFrequented,
is not forsaken.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12)

R. Alight will shine on us this day: the Lord is born for us.

- The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad.
The heavens proclaim his justice, and all peoples see his glory. R.

- Light dawns for the just; and gladness, for the upright of heart. Be glad
in the LORD, you just, and give thanks to his holy name. R.

Second Reading (Ti 3:4-7)
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to Titus

BELOVED: When the kindness and generous love of God our
savior appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had done but
because of his mercy, He saved us through the bath of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he richly poured out on us through
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Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and
become heirs in hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia! Alleluia!) Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.
(Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 2:15-20)
Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

WHEN the angels went away from them to heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, i L e t us go, t hen, to
this thing that has taken place, wh
So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that
had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by
what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these
things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising Go for all they had heard and seen, just as it had
been told to them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i The shepherds rejoiced to hear the choir of
angels sing, iGl ory to God
joy, we glorify the Father by offering him our Christmas
petitions:

AliAaGl ory to God in the highest. i
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C 1 For the Holy Father and the bishops who assist him: that their life,
teaching, preaching and pastoral care will proclaim the saving Event of
the Incarnacion to everyone throughout the world. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For our President and all who assist him in governing our country:
that they will receive many blessing at Christmas and be strengthened
to lead our nation in the ways of enduring righteousness and freedom.
Let us pray! R.

C i For lasting peace throughout the world: that the coming of the
Prince of Peace will put an end to all enmity and division, and unify the
peoples of the world. Let us pray! R.

C i For families: that the powerful graces of this Christmas will draw
family members together in fresh expressions of love and belonging that
will last for a lifetime. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the poor, the homeless, the unemployed, and for refugees: that
Jesus Christ who came into the world as one who was destitute and
marginalized will love and rescue the needy with special preference and
grace. Let us pray! R.

C 1 That all Christians will be serious in responding to the universal call
to holiness by living their faith with unfailing fervor and steadfastness.
Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P i Loving Father, darkness is for ever changed because of the birth of
the Light: Jesus Christ your Son. Take all the darkness of our lives and
replace it whit the radiance of Jesus who is born today, and is our
Savior, now and for ever.

All'T Amen!



CHRISTMAS SEASON Christmas 1 Mass at Day
YEAR A, B, C 38 25. December

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord -

(Christmas During the Day)
(25. December)

A Blessed Christmas to all! This is the day we have longed for, and
for which we have been preparing during these past four weeks i the
commemoration of the earthly birth
express the importance of that event in the history of humankind as well
as our personal lives. In all truth we can say that, after the birth of Jesus
Christ, nothing and nobody has been the same as before, for in him
God has become a brother to every human belng in the fullest sense.
Godods incarnate
share our problems, worries, and
aspirations that we might share
Godbés peace and
With hearts full of gratitude, let us
offer ourselves totally to the Lord,
especially in this Eucharistic
celebration we are about to begin.

First Reading (Is 52: 7-10)

Theinvi tati on to fibreak out together |
exiles before they returned to Jerusalem, is addressed to us today.

Godébés gifts of salvation and peace
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

HOW beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who
brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing
salvation, and sayingto Zion,i Your God is King! o

Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy, for
they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion. Break out
together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For the LORD comforts his
people, he redeems Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm in
the sight of all the nations; all the ends of the earth will behold the
salvation of our God.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6)
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

- Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; his
right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. R.

- The LORD has made his salvation known: in the sight of the nations
he has revealed his justice. He has remembered his kindness and his
faithfulness toward the house of Israel. R.

- All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. Sing
joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise. Let us
pray! R.

- Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and melodious
song. With trumpets and the sound of the horn sing joyfully before the
King, the LORD. R.

Second Reading (Heb 1: 1-6)

Here is a beautiful synthesis of all that we believe about Jesus Christ,
the eternal Son of God who became a human being for our salvation.

A reading from the beginning of the Letter to the Hebrews

BROTHERS and sisters: In times past, God spoke in partial and
various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days,
he has spoken to us through the Son, whom he made heir of all
things and through whom he created the universe, who is the
refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being, and who sustains
all things by his mighty word. When he had accomplished purification
from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as
far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my son;
this day | have begotten you? Or again: | will be a father to him, and he
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shall be a son to me? And again, when he leads the firstborn into the
world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia! Alleluia!) A holy day has dawned
upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. For today a great light
has come upon the earth. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14)

[ Shorter form in brackets. ]
The APrologueodo of St. Johnds Gospe!
Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary, is the Eternal Word of God who
fiwas with God from the beginning. 0 H
the Father and to enable us to beco
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[ IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What
came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human
race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has nhot
overcome it. |

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the
light, but came to testify to the light.

[ The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own
people did not accept him.

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become
children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not by
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natural generatonn or by human <choi ce nbutrof by
God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and

we saw his glory, the gloryasoft he Fat her &ubofgratd apd S o 1
truth. |

John testified to him and cried out, saying, A Thi s wa s he o
said,6 The one who is coming alfetaese heme
exi st ed b efomhis fullness. wie dhave all received, grace in
place of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace

and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The
only Son, God, who hasresdledhih.e Fat her

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i Our hearts are filled with joy on this Christmas
Day when we commemorate the Birth of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. With trust-filled hearts, let us
address our petitions to the Father who gave us His
only Son:

All i Most loving Father, be with us!

C i For the Church, the home of all believers: May she enjoy days of
peace, and may holiness flourish abundantly in all her members. Let us
pray! R.

C i For the Holy Father, our Bishop, the priests who work in our parish
and their generous collaborators: May the joy of this day bring
happiness to their hearts and all the strength they need to continue
serving the people of God. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For our civil authorities and all those in whose hands is the fate of
billions of people: May the Christmas ideals of peace, brotherhood, and
reconciliation constantly guide their decisions. Let us pray! R.
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C 1 For the sick, the elderly, the unemployed, the homeless, and all
those who feel neglected by society: May they experience the love of
God through the solidarity and generosity of all believers. Let us pray!
R.

C i For all our families, especially the ones that may be undergoing
severe crises: May the spirit of Christmas help them rediscover the
roots of their love and enable them to overcome all difficulties. Let us
pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P 1 Lord God, You are the source of our joy and salvation; You are the
reason for our hope. May this Christmas produce in our hearts a lasting
disposition of joy and peace until we celebrate it in heaven. We ask this
through Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with You for ever and ever.

All T Amen!
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Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, -
Mary and Joseph

OQur family i sT thewlace iwherewe feebat horoer: It igitite
environment where we first feel loved and where we learn to love and
care. Unfortunately, in our days, in far too

many cases, the dream of a happy and
faithful family has been shattered by
selfishness, jealousy, pride, irresponsibility
.. .. Our celebration of the Feast of the
Holy Family reproposes to all of us both
the attractiveness of the dream of a united
and happy family and the means to make it

a reality by living

Word. May the example of Mary Most Holy

and Joseph and the teaching of St. Paul be
our inspiration in making our families what
we dream of and what God wants them to

be.

Option A (In Year A, B, C, these First Reading may be used)

First Reading (Sir 3:2-6, 12-14)

The respectful attitude of the children toward their parents is a very
important factor in building up a happy family. Such is the truth
inculcated by the pious author Ben Siraintodaydé s Fi r st Readi
A reading from the Book of Sirach

GOD sets a father in honor over his children; a mother's
authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his father atones
for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is heard,;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his father
is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever
reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings
comfort to his mother.

My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him not
as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile
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him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins d a house raised in justice
to you.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Option B (In Year B, these First Reading may be used)
First Reading (Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3)
A reading from the Book of Genesis

THE word of the LORD came to Abr
not, Abra m! I am your shield; I owi || ma K

But Abram said, AO Lord GOD, wh
keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house,

Eliezer?0 Abram continued, iSeand y o
so one of my servants wil/l be my h
came to hi m: i No, t hat one shall no
be your heir. o6 The Lord took Abram
sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so, 06 he added, fi
descendants be. 0 Abram put his fait

him as an act of righteousness.

The LORD took note of Sarah as he had said he would; he did
for her as he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham
a son in his old age, at the set time that God had stated. Abraham gave
the name Isaac to this son of his whom Sarah bore him.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Option C (In Year C, these First Reading may be used)
First Reading (1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28)
A reading from the first Book of Samuel

IN those days Hannah conceived, and at the end of her term
bore a son whom she called Samuel, since she had asked the LORD for
him. The next time her husband Elkanah was going up with the rest of
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his household to offer the customary sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill
his vows, Hannah did not go, expl ai
is weaned, | will take him to appear before the LORD and to remain
there forever; | will offer him as a perpetual nazirit e . 0

Once Samuel was weaned, Hannah brought him up with her,
along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine,
and presented him at the temple of
father had sacrificed the young bull, Hannah, his mother, approached
EIl i and sai d: APar don, my | ord! As
who stood near you here, praying to the LORD. | prayed for this child,
and the LORD granted my request. Now |, in turn, give him to the
LORD; aslong as he lives,heshal | be dedicated to t
left Samuel there.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Option A (In Year A, B, C, these PSALM may be used)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5)

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

- Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! For
you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and
favored. R.

- Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your home; your
children like olive plants around your table. R.

- Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. The LORD
bless you from Zion: may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the
days of your life. R.
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Option B (In Year B, these PSALM may be used)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9)

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

- Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name; make known among the
nations his deeds. Sing to him, sing his praise, proclaim all his
wondrous deeds. R.

- Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD! Look to
the LORD in his strength; constantly seek his face. R.

- You descendants of Abraham, his servants, sons of Jacob, his chosen
ones! He, the LORD, is our God; throughout the earth his judgments
prevail. R.

- He remembers forever his covenant which he made binding for a
thousand generations which he entered into with Abraham and by his
oath to Isaac. R.

Option C (In Year C, these PSALM may be used)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10)

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

- How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My soul yearns
and pines for the courts of the LORD. My heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God. R.

- Happy they who dwell in your house! Continually they praise you.
Happy the men whose strength you are! Their hearts are set upon the
pilgrimage. R.

- O LORD of hosts, hear our prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob! O God,
behold our shield, and look upon the face of your anointed. R.
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Option A (In Year A, B, C, these Second Reading may be used)
Second Reading (Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17)

[ Shorter form in brackets. ]
Love, mutual respect, and concern should be among the special traits of
every Christian family. Such is the enlightening message of St. Paul to
the believers of all times.
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians

[ BROTHERS and sisters: Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy
and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has
a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you
also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you
were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one
another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him. |

Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward them.
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the
Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they may not become
discouraged.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Option B (In Year B, these Second Reading may be used)
Second Reading (Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19)
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

BROTHERS and sisters: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he
went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith he received power
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to generate, even though he was past the normal age 8 and Sarah
herself was sterile d for he thought that the one who had made the
promise was trustworthy. So it was that there came forth from one man,
himself as good as dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the
sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises was ready to offer his only son, of whom
it was said, AThrough | saac descen
reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he
received Isaac back as a symbol.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Option C (In Year C, these Second Reading may be used)
Second Reading (1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24)
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John

BELOVED: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that
we may be called the children of God. And so we are. The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are
Godbés chil dr en n ohas notwét been revealed Weadol b
know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him
as heis.

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in
God and receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. And his commandment is
this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love
one another just as he commanded us. Those who keep his
commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know
that he remains in us is from the Spirit he gave us.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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Option A (In Year A, B, C, these Gospel Acclamation may be used)
Gospel Acclamation - (Alleluia! Alleluia!) Let the peace of Christ
control your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. (Alleluia!
Alleluia!)

Option B (In Year B, these Gospel Acclamation may be used)
Gospel Acclamation - (Alleluia! Alleluia!) In the past God spoke to
our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he has spoken
to us through the Son. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Option C (In Year C, these Gospel Acclamation may be used)
Gospel Acclamation - (Alleluial! Alleluia!) Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son. (Alleluia! Alleluial)

Option A (In Year A, B, C, these Gospel may be used)

Gospel (Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23)

Hardships can test even the best of families. Trust in God and
obedience to His law and plans are the source of their endurance and
strength. Such is the message coming to us from the vicissitudes of the
Holy Family which experienced persecution and the hardship of being
refugees in a foreign land.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

WHEN the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, i Ri s e , take the
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until | tell you. Herod is going to
search for t he c Hosdphldrose and tdok the ahilol gnd h i m
his mother by night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the
death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the prophet might
be fulfilled, Out of Egypt | called my son.
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When Herod had died, behold, the . .

angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to s
Joseph in Egypt and said, A Ri s e, t
child and his mother and go to the land of
Israel,f or t hose who so
ar e dMdearabe, took the child and his
mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
over Judeain place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go back there.
And because he had been warned in a
dream, he departed for the region of F
Galilee. He went and dwelt in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been =
spoken through the prophets might be &
fulfilled, He shall be called a Nazorean.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Option B (In Year B, these Gospel may be used)
Gospel (Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40)
[ Shorter form in brackets. ]
Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[ WHEN the days were completed for their purification according
to the law of Moses, They took him up to Jerusalem to present him to
the Lord, ]

just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens
the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the
dictate in the law of the Lord.
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ
of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to
hi m, He took him into his arms and
you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my
eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people
|l srael .0 The c¢childdéds father and mof
about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
ABehold, this <c¢chil dndiise ofdnany in isnaed dndf or
to be a sign that will be contradicted & and you yourself a sword WI||
pierce & so that the thoughts of :
many hearts may bes
was also a prophetess, Anna, the ||
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years,
having lived seven years with her
husband after her marriage, and then
as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple, but
worshiped night and day with fasting
and prayer. And coming forward at
that very time, she gave thanks to
God and spoke about the child to all
who were awaiting the redemption of
Jerusalem.

[ When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon him. ]

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Option C (In Year C, these readings may be used)

Gospel (Lk 2:41-52)

Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

EACH year Jesusd parents went t
Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went up according to
festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for
a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but
not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three
days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him
were astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him,
ASon, why have you done this to uct
|l ooking for you with great anxiety.
looking for me? Did you not . ;
know that | must be in my
Fat herés house?&
not understand what he said to *
them. He went down with them |
and came to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them; and his
mother kept all these things in
her heart. And Jesus advanced
in wisdom and age and favor
before God and man.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i With confidence in the Lord who made us
members of a Christian family and of the Church, let us
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pray in a special manner for all families in the world as we say:
All'T Lord, make us one family!

C 1 For the great family of the Church: May its leaders and members
enjoy the protection of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the immense family of mankind: May the peoples of all races
and cultures learn to live in mutual respect and brotherly solidarity. Let
us pray! R.

C 1 For all Slovak families and all families in our community: May their
Christian faith and the support of the whole community keep them
united and in perfect harmony. Let us pray! R.

C i For the families of immigrants and foreign nationals living in
Slovakia: May their members always treasure the values of faith, unity
and religious faithfulness, in spite of the physical separation. Let us
pray! R.

C 1 For the new families that are being formed now: May they find
inspiration in the family of Nazareth and live to the full the teaching of
St. Paul on family

life. Let us pray! R.

C i For our own families: May the peace of Christ reign in them and
may a selfless love keep them united in mutual forgiveness and
compassion. Let us pray! R.

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

P 17 Lord God, bless all families throughout the world. Bring all the
members of every family closer to You and to one another, and keep
them in Your peace and love. Through Christ our Lord.

All T Amen!
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Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God -
(1. January)

Happy and Peaceful New Year to one and all! There is no better wish
we can exchange on this day, for we need
peace in our hearts, our families, our nation,
and throughout the world. So many
resources are misused or squandered. So
many lives are destroyed by hatred and war.
But we are aware that real and lasting peace
can come only if peop
if God blesses their efforts. And we know that
He is ready to grant us this most precious gift
at the intercession of our Blessed Mother,
whom we honor today ¢
May she bring the warring factions and
nations to lay aside all hatred and start
working together to build a civilization of love,
justice, and peace. Let this be the main
intention for which we offer this Eucharist.

First Reading (Nm 6:22-27)
A reading from the Book of Numbers

THE LORD said to Moses: "Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell
them: This is how you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them: The LORD
bless you and keep you! The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you! The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!
So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and | will bless them."

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8)
R. May God bless us in his mercy.

- May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine upon
us. So may your way be known upon earth; among all nations, your
salvation. R.

- May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples in
equity; the nations on the earth you guide. R.

- May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you!
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear him! R.

Second Reading (Gal 4:4-7)
When the time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians

BROTHERS and sisters: When the fullness of time had come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom
those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. As
proof that you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying out, "Abba, Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a son, and
if a son then also an heir, through God.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 7 (Alleluia! Alleluia!) In the past, God spoke to
our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he has spoken
to us through the Son. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Lk 2:16-21)
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. After eight days he was named Jesus.
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Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

THE shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and
Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known the message that had been told them about this child. All
who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the
shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her
heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.

When eight days were completed for his circumcision, he was
named Jesus, the name given him by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest i As we start a blessed new year and aware of
the great need for peace throughout the world, let us
implore this precious gift from God through the
intercession of Mary, the Queen of Peace. Let us pray:

All'i Lord, make us instruments of Your peace!

Ci For the whole Church, Gododos f ami.l
become an instrument of reconciliation for all mankind. Let us pray! R.

C 1 For the Holy Father and all other religious leaders: May they
succeed in their constant efforts to promote peace throughout the world.
Let us pray. R.

C 1 For all nations on earth, especially those ravaged by war: May they
discover in their common brotherhood the ground on which to build a
harmonious relationship. Let us pray. R.
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C i For our society, characterized by strident inequalities and the
pursuit of selfish interests: May all citizens grow in social awareness,
respect for the rights of others, and concern for the common good. Let
us pray. R.

C 1 For all families, especially those with members who are not peace
with one another: May the grace of this season help them overcome the
present difficulties. Let us pray. R.

C i For the intentions of all members of the Saint Ladislav Church
community. Let us pray. R.

C 1 Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray. R.

P i Father, set our hearts at peace with You and with one another, that
we may become instruments of reconciliation and harmony in our
families and communities. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Prince of
Peace, who lives and reigns forever and ever.

All'T Amen!

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
Mayfill your homes with blessings, peace,
and the love and comfort of family and frie
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Second Sunday after Christmas -

The readings below are used in places where the Epiphany is
celebrated on January 6. In places where Epiphany is transferred to a
Sunday, the readings of Epiphany, no. 20 are used.

First Reading (Sir 24:1-2, 8-12)
Wisdom makes her dwelling among God
A reading from the Book of Sirach

WISDOM sings her own praises and is honored in God, before
her own people she boasts; in the assembly of the Most High she opens
her mouth, in the presence of his power she declares her worth, in the
midst of her people she is exalted, in holy fullness she is admired; in the
multitude of the chosen she finds praise, and among the blessed she is
blessed.

AThe Creator of al |l commanded a
formed me chose the spot for my t e
dwelling, in Israel your inheritance, and among my chosen put down
your roots. 6

fi Bfere all ages,
in the beginning, he I

all ages | shaII not cease
to be. In the holy tent |
ministered before him,
and in Zion | fixed my
abode. Thus in the
chosen city | have rested,
in Jerusalem is my
domain. | have struck
root among glorious
people, in the portion of
the Lord, his heritage; and in the

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20)

R. The Word was made flesh, and lived among us.
or:
R. Alleluia.

- Glorify the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. For he has
strengthened the bars of your gates; he has blessed your children
within you. R.

- He has granted peace in your borders; with the best of wheat he fills
you. He sends forth his command to the earth; swiftly runs his word!
R.

- He has proclaimed his word to Jacob, his statutes and his ordinances
to Israel. He has not done thus for any other nation; his ordinances he
has not made known to them. Alleluia. R.

Second Reading (Eph 1:3-6, 15-18)
God destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as
he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and
without blemish before him. In love he destined us for adoption to
himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will, for the
praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved.

Therefore, |, too, hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus and of
your love for all the holy ones, do not cease giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation
resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his
call, what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation i (Alleluia! Alleluia!) Glory be to you, O Christ,
proclaimed to the pagans; Glory be to you, O Christ, believed in by the
world. (Alleluia! Alleluia!)

Gospel (Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14)

[ Shorter form in brackets. ]
The APrologueo of St. Johnds Gospe!
Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary, is the Eternal Word of God who
Awas with God from the begi neiovwqgf. 0
the Father and to enable us to beco
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[ IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What
came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human
race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. ]

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony,
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not
the light, but came to testify to the light.

[ The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own
people did not accept him.

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become
children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not by
natural generatonnor by human choi ce nbutrof by
God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and
we saw hisglory,t he gl ory as of tfulefgRetaider 0
truth. |

John testified to him and cried out, saying, i Thi s was he
Isaid,6 The one who is coming abkcausehe me
exi st ed b efomhig fullmess. wie dhave all received, grace in
place of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace
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and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The

only Son, God, who hasresdledhihe Fat her

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest T Encouraged and inspired by the light that
shone on all of us through the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we present our gifts and petitions to the Lord
saying:

All'T Lord, lead us by your light!

C i For the Church, the new Jerusalem to which the Lord calls all the
peoplesof t he worl d: May she al ways
universal love. Let us pray! R.

C i For the Holy Father and all other spiritual leaders: May their
teaching and example be like bright stars that lead people to Jesus. Let
us pray! R.

C 1 For our missionaries who endeavor to bring the light of the Christian
faith to those who do not know it: May they succeed in integrating the
Gospel values with the local cultures. Let us pray! R.

C i For those who suffered personal disappointments, tragedies, and
heartbreak in old yearé é . May the healing touch of the Lord imbue in
them the spirit of hope, comfort, determination and peace for new year
€ é é and the coming years. Letus pray! R.

C i For each one of us gathered here: May we always follow the

guidance of Goddéds Word as preseted

C i Let us pray in silence for our personal intentions. (Pause) Let us
pray! R.

b e
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P 17 Lord Jesus, like Jerusalem, we rise up in splendor because your
light has come. May our behavior become like a star that leads others to
you who live and reign for ever and ever.

All'T Amen!
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Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord -
(6. January)

Epiphany is the manifestation/revelation of Jesus as the King/Savior not
onyof the Jews, but of all/l human bei |
God loves all nations and cultures of the earth, and that He
communicates with us in many, often unforeseen ways i through
internal inspirations, through external
events, through people, and through His
Word. Many times these factors are
combined in an interplay that be-comes
clear only in hindsight. The challenge is
for us to Adecipher g
respond to it with faith, persevering
generosity and courage just as the Magi
did. As we are about to start the
Eucharistic celebration, let us include in
our intentions all the peoples of the world
and all those who are working hard to
bring about harmony and cooperation
among all human beings.

First Reading (Is 60: 1-6) , .
The prophet Isaiah spoke poetically of the glorlous future which God

had in store for Jerusalem. The Church applies this eschatological
vision to herself, the ANew Jerusal
of the incarnate Son of God, and to which all peoples of the world are
invited to belong.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

RISE up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory
of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick
clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you
appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your
shining radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and
come to you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms
of their nurses.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































